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F HE Imnportunity of Friends and 
| the Command of Superiors, hath 
generally paſs'd as an allow'd Apo- 
logy for committing Diſcourſes of this nature 


# my preſent Caſe. And if this be not ſufficient 
30 excuſe me to the World for Publiſhing a 


70 the nfo Ton beſt know how much this 


Sermon which gives 'ſo little Advantage to- 


that excellent and moſt uſeful Subje? about 
which it treats, you are one of thoſe who muſt 


' anſwer for it: for 1 have this to ſay for my 
ſelf, that your particular Commands berein 


were too peremptory to be withſtood ; and the 
many endearing Obligations which you have 


beaped 


heaped iipon me, have put me ſo nuch within 
your Power, that you left me uo liberty to pur- 


-” 


ſue my own Inclinations.- © 
However, fence you were reſobv'd it ſhould be 
ſo, I cannot but with ſome inward kind of Com- 
placency lay hold on the Occaſzon, to publiſh to 
the World what a general Satisfattion you gave 
in the Adminiſtration of your Office ; and how 
eminently you diſtinguiſhed your ReſpeF to thoſe 
of my Gawn more eſpecially. which altho gt was 
no more than what was ſuitable to the natural 
Generofity.of your T emper, and to that known 
Grudlity. wherewith you have. always. treated 
thoſe' of .our Profeſſion; yet ſo' publich, an In- 
flance of it as this deſerves no leſs than a pub- 
lick, Acknowledgment : And this you are hun- 
hly.defored to accept. of, in the bebalf of all. theſe 
whoſe Gratitude and ReſpeF.you have bereby 
engaged.; and: from the hands of one, who of 
all the” reit i. more particularly intituled to the 
| | 1%S1K 
Your. moſt Obliged Humble Servant, . | 

ROBERT ETRE. 


AcTs XXIV. 16. 


Herein do 1 exerciſe my ſelf, to Hori cad 
a Conſcience void of Offence deals God | 
48d toward Men. ® | 


Lchough it may not be thought proper upon 
theſe Occaſions for: the Pulpit to'uſurp rhe 


Authority of the'Bench, and for the Preach+ 
er inſtead of 'Expounding the Goſpel, to Dictate 
Law to the Magiſtrate, ( beſides that this ſeems to- 
fall under that: Apoſtolical Cenſure whereby we are 
exprelly'\ forbid "A>ATegimorondiv:to be, Pragmati- 
cal or Bufie-Bodies tn other Mens matters ) andal- 
though that-/known Learning and Integrity for 
which our Courts of Judicature are at this day fo 
deſervedly: eminent, would render a Diſcourſe of this 
nature altogether uſeleſs and unneceſlary ; yetgl- 
I ſhall not be thought to be wholly unmihgf: 
the Circumſtances and Occaſion of our preſent Af- 
ſembly, if I undertake at this time to Explain the 
Notion, ! and Direct the Conduct, and Recommend. 
the Exerciſe of'a Good Conſcience : this being the 
Rule by which all Civil, as well as all _— 

G Ell-- 


XN 
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Religious Actions, ought to be directed ; and what 


therefore ought carefully to be obſe - and endea- 


vourd after, by all Ranks and Orders of Men what- 


ſoever. 


The Words of the Text are part of that Defence 
which the Apoſtle St. Paul made for himſelf before 
Felix the Roman Governour of Ceſarea ; which al- 
though they were principally intended to juſtifie 
his own Innocence, with reference to the Crimes 
alledged againſt him ; they were very Inſtructive 
likewiſe to influence the juſt and equitable Proceed- 
ings of the Court to which he appealed ;: and g.ve- 
ry proper Leſſon to be learn'd and practiſed by*thoſe 
who were produced as Witneſles againſt him,' or 
were any way concernd in the Proſecution. - : -. 

But abſtracting from the Conſideration: of: theſe 
or the like Hiſtorical Circumſtances. of ithe Text, 
which it were eafie and. obvious to. obſerve to ren- 
der it more particularly applicable to the Time, and 
Place, and Occaſion of our preſent Aſſembly ; 


ſhall apply my ſelf directly to the Subject-marter of 


it-1n this following Method.” 

I. I will enquire what 15:to be underſtood by. a 
Good and Inoffenſrve Conſcience, or, when a Man may 
be truly and properly faid to have it. 

II, 1 will lay before your Conſideration the Hap- 
pinefs and Satisfaction which ariſeth from the Te- 
{timony of a Good Conſcience. 

| ITI. And 
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III. And in the'laſt Place briefly :exhort you to 


endeavour after it. 1 101142 


Firſt-chenz-I am ro-enquire what'is to be under- 
ſtood by. a Gud and Ineffenfrve Conſcrence, or, when 
a Man may: be truly and properly faid to. have it. 


-, There 15 no one. Thing ebat hath been more un- 


happily miſtaken-and abuſed-than-this of Conſcience ; 
which, being defigned|by Almighty:God for the-ber- 
ter Regulation of our Lives and Actions, and placed 
iniour. Souls. both as: a, Guide: to direct us in; the 
Knowledge.of our Duty, and; alſo: as: a:Monitor to 
quicken,and encourage -us: in the performance of it 3 
hath/-yert, through the unhappy Corraption of ſome 
Men, ; been-profligated and-abufed to quite contrary 
Ends and 'Purpoſes/3; {ance- there; 1s hardly; any .one 
DoCctrin, or; Practice:,amongft.;the 1nany:;;difierent 
Sects and Opinions of Menn Religion, how ſinful 
and erroneous ſoeyer in its own nature, how fatal 
and-danining ſoever.in its conſequence, : which: yet 
che raſh and intempetate Zeal ot; a pretended -Con- 
ſcience; hath not, been brought co quitifie.z thei very 
ſame Doctrins and ' PraCtices-which in ſome Men 
bave been juſtly accuſed as impious and unwarrant- 
able,” having been-.excuſed in others/as the Dictates 
of a;tender -and religious.» Conſcience. |, We: have 
heard with our: Ears, and our Fathers have told us, 
what Hereſies and Schiſms in the Church, , what. 
Murders, Rapines, and Rebellions, in the State, haves 
riod? 5. een 
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been ſometimes maintained ' bothy 1; our own and 
neighbouring Nations, under the.plauſible Precence 
of a Gud and: Inoffenſroe' Conſcience 3 | yea, what Bla- 
ſphemous and downright Atheiſtical Principles have 
been broach'd. and avowed upon this very Account, 
and that: not only amongſt ſuch as call themſelves 
Chriſtians, but even amongſt Turksand Fewschem- 
ſelves; for 'tis to'be' noted,” that they 'All equally 
pretend the fame thing: and how different and con- 
tradictory foever they are in thew 'feveral Hyporhe- 
fes as' to. others matters, yebthey All with'one ac- 
cord agree-in this, "That they have: ftil acted-accor- 
ding to: the DiCtates of their Conſciences, - and: fol- 
lowed the -Gyidance of thac Principle within chem 
which they. fay was /piven-them- by God, and im+ 
printed 1n/their Souls, on: purpoſe to regulate and 
govern their Actions by, 

For this Reaſon, before I proceed to the Enquiry 
propoſed, it will be requifite that I ſhould firſt clear 
my- way. to it, by explaining the Meaningy and: fix- 
ing the Notton' of this fo equivocal; ambiguous, 
and uncertain Word: called Conſcience. 

Conſcience then, in- the moſt general and com- 
prehenfive Senſe of 'the Word, is that Act of the 
Soul whereby a- Man judgeth and 'refleCteth on the 
moral Good or Evil, the Lawfulneſs or Unlawful- 
neſs of his own ACEtions. Now a Man's Actions, 
as they are the Obje&t of the- Judgment, and Refle- 


Ction 
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tion of h1s Conſcience, do fall under this twofold 
Conlideration : | They are conl1derd- either as paſt 
and already:done ;. or elfe as future and: co be: done. 
From which Varlety of Circumſtances in the Ati- 
on, there arifeth a like Variety of Acts or Offices 
in the Conſcience ; For as the Conſcience looks for- 
ward, and conſiders the A&tion to be done, it ei- 
ther encourageth or elſe diſcourageth the Man from 
doing it: And as 1t looks backward and reflects 
upon the Action paſt, it accuſcth, condemnerh,  af- 
frighteth and terrifieth the Sinner ; but excuſerh, 

commendeth, applaudeth,' adds Joy, | Peace and Ga: 
- risfaCtiohito the Good Man: In bath which Caſes 
che Notion of Conſcience is-ſtill che-ſame $ hows 
ever it may be varioufly denortunated from che dif- 
ferent Circumſtances of the Object: For although 
in the one-Cale it be conſidered as a Guide to direCt, 
arid in the: other as a Witneſs to teſtifie ; yet in both 
ic is nothing elſe but a Man's Judgment or Perſua- 
ſion concerning the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs, the 
Guilt: or Innocence of his own Actions, | - 

\ But now that m both'theſe Caſes: the Conſcience 
may be always able to judge and witneſs aright, 
wadoat being left (as it too often happens) to the 
fallible ,and uncertain Guidance of Mifunderſtand- 
ing, Prejudice or Caprice ; it hath/ a fixt and ſtand- 
ing- Rule given it, by which it; ſelf ougtit to be 
duected ; and CD” as it either agrees with, 


2 Or 
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or deviates from this Rule, che Action concerning 
which it witneſſeth or judgeth,' will be always 
known to be either Good: or Evil,; Lawful. or. Un- 
IanfuE:r oi oa liny) o viStis V rloicvg in 
This Rule, 'in one Word, 1s -nothing elſe but: 
the Will of God, made known to us out of thoſe 
divine Laws and Precepts which he hath 'at ſundry 
Times :and-:1n ' divers Manners given/to-'Men to: 
walk by: TS + 1857s Cab es BNA: Jai 
Whether thoſe: Laws are. ſuch as were at firſt 
written in-the Tables” of- our | Hearts, 'and are diſco- 
verable tous! by the meer light'of natural -Ktiow- 
ledge z/ and this is properly. the Rule'of a'Heathen's 
or Philoſopher's Conſcience. 210 nonof'or; 
Or ſuch, ſecondly, as were "revealed by God 
through the Miniſtration of Moſes and the Prophets; 
which was the: Rule of'a Jew's Conſcience.” - 
£.Or ſuch, laſtly, as were more plainly'and fully 
delivered to us Chriſtians by our  Blefled Saviour 
and his Apoſtles ; and this, as it is comprehenſive 
and perfeCtive'of both the former, 15 the .only- pro- 
per Rule bf the-Chriftian's Contcence ;. for herein 
18: contained the whole Will of God;; which -foraf- 
much as 1t is the moſt perfect Rule of our Chriſtian 
Duty and' Obedience, 'is-the:Rule likewiſe which 
the Conſcience asralways to determine*it ſelf by. .$o 
that although in! one:of the Caſes above mentioned, 
Conſcience be given us as a Guide to direct us, yet 
| this 
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this is the Rule by which it {elf ought to be-guided 
and direCted : And although in the other Caſe, Con- 
ſcience be given us as a Witneſs to acquit or con- 
demn. us; yet 1t cannot be properly ſaid'to do either 
the one or the other arbitrarily and of it ſelf, but by 
comparing the Action for which it thus acquitteth 
or condemneth us, wath its. Conformity to, or De- 
viation. from this :Raxle, 5-4/1; lg rd nn 
Thus for Inſtance, My Conſcience tells-me, that 
I-muſt worſhip and ſerve God, and God only: And 
when I have done any thing contrary to the Obli- 
- gation of this Duty, z. e.'when I have either: negle- 
Cted: thoſe. Means. and Opportunities which ' God 
hath given me of frequenting the publick Worſhip 
of his Church; or on the other hand have. rob'd 
him. of his Glory, by transferring that Worſhip 
which. was due to him only, to. any inferjour-Ob- 
Ject, whether it be. Saint or Angel, or any other 
Creature; when, I ſay, I have by theſe or any other 
ways tranſgreſled my Duty herein, then is my, Con- 
ſcience ready to accuſe and condemn me for it : The 
Reaſon of which is, becauſe the Rule faith, ; Thow 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and. bim only ſhalt. thou 
ſerve.. Thus likewiſe my Conſcience tells me,,that- 
I. muſt not, do any: thing to the Injury or. Prejudice 
of my Neighbour: And when I have done any ſuch 
thing, it witneſleth againſt me; and that becaule the 
Rule again ſaith, Thou ſhalt love thy, Neighbour as thy 


ſelf, 
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ſelf: "And fo of all the particular Inſtances, as well 
of Negative as Aftirmative -Precept, both of the 
firſt and feeond Table. Go 

From all which it clearly appears, what is to be 
underſtood by this Word Conſcience, ( viz.) that 
Act of the Soul whereby a Man judgeth concern- 
ing the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of his own Acti- 
ons, by comparing them with -thoſe divine Laws 
and Directions which are lefr to us in the Goſpel, 
to be the ſtanding, fix'd, and unalcerable Rule of 
our Duty. '- | =o 
> In what Caſe foever therefore the Pretence of 
Conſcience 'is' ſet up againſt the Anthority of the 
Scriptures,- or thwarts the Obligation of any one 
poſitive Law, that is either clearly contained there- 
in, -or may by good conſequence be deduced” there- 
from, that Prerence is altogether vain and itrattonal, 
and wholly inſufficient of it {elf ro warrant' or ex- 
*"cuſe any Action that ſhall be miſguided by it. 

But however this be allowed as a certain and un- 
erring Rule for the Conſcience to determine it felf 
by,: with reference to all thofe Actions which fall 
under the plain and expreſs DireCtion of a Divine 
| Law; yet the Queſtion may ſtill be put, How is 
the Conſcience to behave it ſelf with reference' to 
thoſe ACtions which are of humane Cognizance'on- 
Iy, and concerning which God Almidhey hath no 
where expreſt his revealed Will ? 

In 
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' In Anſwer to which Enquiry, ic will be ſufficient 
to remark this in the general, That the Supreme Legi- 
{lative:Authority of any Nation (be the dias *Arbgoziry, 
che particular Form and Modification what it wilhis 
the Appointment and Ordmance of God 53 which he 
hath inveſted with the Power of making and enaCt- 
ing Laws; and ro which Laws likewiſe (fo far forth 
as they are not directly contrary ro any other known 
| Revelation of his divine Will ) he hath poſitively 
enjoyned. the: Obedience! and Submifſion of every 
particular Subjeft. This therefore being granted, 
otic I chink few of thoſe who admit any fucks 
thing as Civil Government in the World at Kfl did- 
ever pretend to deny} it will from hence follow, ; 
That the Rule above mentioned for the Conſcience. 
to: determine 1t ſelf by, muſt hold as well with re-- 
ference to thoſe Actions which are to be direCted: 
by our Municipal Laws, as wich reference to thaſe- 
hich fall des the plain and expreſs Obligation: 
of a. divine Precept. For however '(as ſome are- 
wont £o cavil in't this s' Diſpute ) the Magiſtrate can-- 
not indeed direCtly and per ſe oblige the Conſcience 
to the Obedience of any Humane Law; yet cer-- 
tainly it will be allowed, That God: can oblige the. © 
Conſcience to obey the Magiſtrate: And if fo, then 
it. is as- much the Will of God that we ſhould do or 
net do what the Supreme Rightful' Authority over. 
_ us: commandeth by a Law (provided that Law be 


no - 


24 
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no ways ſinful in it ſelf ) as if God: had written it 
with his own Os in Tables of Stove. | (i// | 

And this I choſe tro mention, for the betcer In- 


| formation of thoſe, who think themſelves no farther 


obliged by any Municipal Law or Statute of the 
Land, than to' obey it, or diſobey.it, 'at pleaſure; 
proyided' that upon default of their Obedience they: 
are always ready to. ſubmit to the Penalty annex'd 
to it : For although this be true in reſpect of all 
ſuch Laws as are purely Penal ; yer where the Law 
is directly Preceptive, and from whenee it plainly 
appears, that the principal Intent of the Lawgiver 
was not ſo much to puniſh or mulCt the. Offender, 
as to prevent and reſtrain the Offence, there. can be 
no room left for any ſuch Evaſion. Thus:when the 
Law. directs, and requires: the Contribution of the 
Subject for the- Honour and Support of the Civil 
Government ; or, when it poſitively enjoyns ſuch 
and: ſuch particular Allotments-for the maintenance 
of the Church; -in either of theſe Caſes, to defraud- 
the. King of. his- Cuſtoms, or, the Parſon of + his 
Tithes ( however theſe are look'd upon by ſome 
Men as Offences of a very venial nature) is as much a 
Tranſgreſſion of the 5th Commandment, as the Con- : 
tempt of, that Authority by: which, choſe Laws were 
elacted 1s arr open and profelſt Violation of the 5th. 
And if there ariſeth an Obligation upon the Con- 
ſcience from thoſe Laws which are ſeemingly Hu- 
mane, 
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mane, and of a civil nature only ; then certainly.the 
Obligation muſt be thought to be much ſtronger 
with reference to all choſe Laws, 1n the Obſervance 
whereof, the Glory of God, as well as the Autho- 
rity of the Civil Power, 1s more 1nmediately con- 
cerned, Of which nature are all choſe Laws more 
eſpecially which by the Piety and Wiſdom of our 
Legiſlators have been ſeverally made and enacted 
againſt Swearing and Curting, againſt Drunkenneſs 
and Profanation of the Lords-day, &c. Concerning 
which 1 humbly crave leave to ſubmit theſe two 
following Queries to the ſerious Conſideration of 
thoſe honorable Perſons to whom the Execution of 
theſe Laws is more immediately committed ; and 
who have ſolemnly engaged themſelves by an Oath 
to ſee them executed according to the utmoſt of 
their Power. Firſt, Whether or no, or how far, 
every Juſtice of the Peace is obliged in Conſcience 
' to inflict the Penalty of the Law upon every Perſon 
whom he hunſelf hears Curling or Swearing an” 
Oath, or whom he himſelf fees Drunken or Profa- 
ning the Lord's-day? it being exprelly provided by | 
the Law in theſe caſes, that (4) his own 1, 


Hearing of the one, and (6) Seeing of _ 34. 4 


the other, ſhall be as full a Gonviction Ago 


of the Offence, as if the Offender were 375 
brought before him, and there formally accuſed 
thereof by any two ſubſtantial Witneſles, Ss - 
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ly, Whether, if the reſpeCtive Penalties were ſtrict- 
ly exacted, according to the pious Intent of the Law 
in theſe Caſes, it might not prove one very effe- 
Etual means to prevent a great deal of that Blaſphe- 


- my and Profanenefs, that Riot and Intemperance, 


chat Contempr and Neglect of Religious Worſhip, 
which is at this day ſo much che Scandal of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion ; and which, of all our other 
National Sins, ſeems to cry the loudeſt to Heaven 
for Vengeance upon us. | 
And now having premuſed thus much concerning 
the Notion of Conſcience 1n the general, and fixd 


. the Rule by which it is to be direCted ; it will coſt 


us no great difficulty to underſtand what is meant 
by a Good and Inoffenjive Conſcience. However, that 
I may give a more clear and diſtin Account of ir, 
I will confider it as I did before, under that two- 
fold relation which it bears either to our paſt or fu- 
ture Actions, 2. e. either as in the one caſe it is con- 
fiderd as a Guide to direct, or in the other as a 
Witneſs to teſtifie concerning them. 

In the former of theſe Relations, as the Conſcience 
is conſidered as a Guide to direct, it may be then 
properly ſaid to be Good and Ineffenſrve, when it guides 
and directs aright ; when it puts no Scandal or 
Stumbling-block in our way, whereby we are be. 
frayed into any Sin, or made to ſtumble and fall in- 
to any breach of Duty either towards God or to- 
$ wards 
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wards Men: for ſo the original Word 'anyourts, 
which we here tranſlate vozd of Offence, is known 
to {ignifie. Thus when a Man's Conſcience draws 
him back, and will not ſuffer him to do ſuch or ſuch 
a particular Action which is in it felf ſinful, and 
poſitively forbidden by fore known and reveal'd 
Law of God; or when on the other hand it prompts 
him to, and encourageth him in the performance 
of #ny thing rhat 1s pleaſing and acceptable to the 
Divine Will ; then may that Man's Conſcience be 
truly and properly called a Good and Inoffenfrve Conſci- 
ence, Viz, becaule it direCts him to the Performance 
of his Duty, and makes him to go in the Path in 
which he is commanded to walk; and wherein fo 
long as he continues, his Footſteps ſlide not, and he 
hath zo occaſion of Stumbling thrown in his way. 

So that in effeCt, a Good and Ineffenſrye Conſcience 
ſignifies no more in this reſpect than a regular and 
uniform performance of our Duty ; and he who 
hath it is none elſe but the very Man, whom in 
other Language we ſometimes call an upright and 


* obedient Chriſtian. 


But here I would not be miſunderſtood to fay 
that theſe Expreſſions are convertible ; fo as that no 
Man can be a good Chriſtian, but he oply who at 
_ all Times, and 1n all the Circumſtances of his Life, 
is guided by an Unerring and Inoffenſrve Conſcience. 
For althoygh this be always true in Matters of 

C3 known 
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known and general Precept ; yet in ſome particular 
caſes of invincible Ignorance it may often happen 
otherwiſe : As, when either the Law-it ſelf is ob- 
ſcurely revealed to him ; or, when he wants Ability 
and Opportunity to underſtand it; or when although 
he doth underſtand che Law it ſelf, yet ſome inter- 


vening Circumſtances may poſſibly ſo diſguiſe the 
tendency of his preſent AEtion, as that he cannot well 


diſcern whether ic falls under the force and obligation 
of that Law, ec. For in theſe and the like Circum- 
ſtances of Invincible Ignorance, tis generally allowed 
that a Mans Conſcience may miſguide him, and yer 
he nevertheleſs continue the CharaCter of an honeſt 
and ſincere (I may add too | conſcientious Chriſtian. 
Upon this account 1t 1s, that our Charity. obligeth 
us to make ſome Allowances for the power, and force 
and prejudice of Education ; under which Diſadvan- 
rages it may poſſibly ſo happen, that a Man may be 
miſinformed concerning the nature of his Duty, and 
yet be very excufable at the fame time ; foraſmuch 
as it was not perhaps ſo much his own fault, as et- 
ther the Craft or Ignorance of his Teachers, that he 
was not better inſtructed in it: And if for this rea- 
ſon, we are willing to ſuppoſe, that ſome of the 


-poor 1gnorant deluded Members of an Idolatrous 


Church, and that ſome of the honeſt well-meaning 
Diſſenters from that Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment to 
which we belong, may yet be in a ſtate of Salvation, 

although 


—— 
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alchough it be more in truch than what we are gene-. 
rally thank'd for, yet it is no more than what in 
common Senſe, as well as common Charity, we 
ought to allow. | 
| For although what I ſaid before be true, That 
\ the Laws and Precepts of the Goſpel are the fix'd 
and ſtanding Rule of the Chriſtian's Duty and Obe- 
dience ; yet theſe can be no. farther a Rule to him 
than as they are known and underſtood: For how 
can he perform that as matter of Duty, which he 
doth not firſt apprehend to be ſo? or how is it pol- 
- ſible for him to obey thoſe Laws -which he hath 
no manner of Knowledge of ?: No, he muſt firſt 
| Judge and deliberate with himſelf what it is which 
the: Law requireth, before he can aCt with any In- 
tention of obſerving it: And whether he judgerh 
right or wrong in this caſe, all that. is left for him 
to do is, to aCt according to his beſt Judgment herein. 
The chief Difficulty cherefore in this Point will 
lye in ſtating the caſe of Invincible Ignorance, and in 
ſhewing the ſevera] Conditions which are required 
to make it ſo denominated. In order to which, it 
would be requitite to examine into the ſeveral Cauſes 
from whence ſuch Ignorance may proceed ; whether 
from the obſcurity of the Law it ſelf, or from its 
indireCt force and obligation as to ſuch or ſuch a 
particular ACtion 3 whether from the Fallibility of 
the means of Knowledge, or from the natural Weak- 
| neſs 


—— 
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neſs of the Underſtanding ; or, from the want of 
Opportunity, and other helps of Inſtruction, &c. 
Bur all this would require a much larger ſcope than 
can be here allowed it; and therefore I ſhall here 
content my ſelf to ſay in the general, That in what 
caſe ſoever a Man's Ignorance 1s purely and innocent- 
ly involuntary, z. e. if after an honeſt Induſtry and 
diligent Application to the beſt means and opportu- 
nities of Knowledge he can well have, his Conſcience 
doth nevertheleſs err, and miſguide him into the 
Tranſgreſſhion of any Law; yet this Tranſgreſſion 
ſhall never be imputed to him as morral and damning, 


| foraſmuch as it was not any way choſen by him, ei- 


ther in it ſelf, or in its Cauſe. It 1s indeed his Un- 
happineſs and his 11] Fortune to have been-miſtaken 
nay, and 'tis his Sz too, fo far forth as it hath miflec 
him into the Tranſgreſſun of the Law :- yer ſuch a Sin 
it is, as will be pardonable amongſt his other una- 
voidable Infirmities upon a general Repentance ; not 
ſuch as will be brought againſt him as any expreſs 


. ___ Article of his Condemnation ; becauſe where there 


is no Choice, there will be no Condemnation ; and 
in the caſe ſuppoſed, he cannot be faid to chuſe the 
Sin, becauſe he did not know that the Action was 
ſinful; nor did he chuſe not to know it, becauſe he 
could not help 1t. 

But I ſhall here diſmiſs the farther Conſideration 
of this Caſe, and proceed to ſhew you in the next 


place, 
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place, what is meant by a Good avd Inoffenſrve Conſet- 
ence, as it relates to our paſt Actions, and is conſ1- 
dered as a Witneſs to teſtifie concerning them. 
The Anſwer to which Enquiry 1s very plain and 
obvious ; this being 1n truth nothing elſe but that 
Teſtimony which arifeth from the conſideration of 


any innocent and well-meant Action ; which whilſt 


the Conſcience ſurveys and examines as already paſt, 
it cannot accule it of any Enormity, nor bring any 
evidence of Guilt againſt 1t:z but on the. contrary, 
refle&ts upon. it as well done, and in a-juſt Confor- 
mity to that Law by which it was to be directed. 
A Good and Inoffenſrve Conſcience 15 1n this reſpect there- 
fore nothing elſe but a conſequence of the former, 
and reſults from it, as naturally, as the Effect from 
its Cauſe: For after that the good Chriſtian: hath 
been diligent and ſincere in the Performance of his 
Duty, and hath heartily endeavoured (ſo far as the 
frailty of his Nature would permit him) to live up 
to all the ſeveral Obligations of it both toward God 


and toward his Neighbour ; he cannot but with great 


Joy and Complacency reflect upon his paſt Actions, 
and pleaſe himſelf with the remembrance of thoſe 
Duties which (how difficult and irkfome ſoever they 
were in their preſent Performance) do now admini- 


ſter the moſt ſolid Comfort and Delight to him ima- 
© oof® | 


" This Good Conſcience holy David had, who, whilſt 
he called his paſt Ways to remembrance, was able 
ro 


Se we 


" —_ 
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to. witnels for himſelf, that his Heart had not inclined 
to any. Evil; but that he had ſtuck unto the Teſttmomes 
of the Lord, and loved them exceedingly. This was holy 
7ob's Comfort and Relief amidit all che Milſeries 
and Aflictions that befel him, who could ſay in the 
Joy of his Heart, that he had kept the way of his God, 
and. had not gone back from the Commandment of his Lips 
in any one inſtance of his Duty. And this 1s the 
Conſolation of every upright and fincere Chriſtian, 
who after having tryed and examined his paſt Life 
according to that Rule which was given him to 
Walk by, finds no wilful Diſobedience to accule it 
of, no clamorous Guilt of any one wilful unrepent- 
ed Sin, to grieve and diſquiet him in his peaceful 

and humble RefleEtions upon 4t. 1: | 
\ | But here it 1s carefully co be remembred, thar 
che Examination of our pait Life, from whence this 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience doth proceed, muſt 
be very ſtrictly and impartially taken, and according 
co the moſt rigorous and extenſive Obligation of our 
Chriſtian Duty ; becauſe it 1s otherwiſe poſlible for 
a Man to cheat and flatter himſelf into the Opinion 
of a Good Conſcience, - and ro ſay unto his Soul 
Peace, "Peace, where indeed no Peace ought to be 
had: And this often happens in the caſe of ſome one 
or other over-powerful and darling Paſſion ; through 
the habitual Force and Prejudice of which, a Man's 
Reaſon and Judgment may poſlibly be ſo byaſsd and 
controul'd, that when he comes to examine his paſt 

| Life 
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Life, he either wholly over-looks that Action which 
was miſguided by it, or elſe glofſeth ſo favourably 
upon the Law whereby it was forbidden, that he 
thence eaſily cheats and flatters himſelf into a falſe 
Opanton of its Innocence. 

Thus for Inſtance, A Man whoſe Mind is too 
eagerly ſet upon the Encreafe of his Wealth ( either 
in the Way of Trade or otherwiſe ) 1s not always 
conſcious to himſelf of that Guilt which he hath 
contracted by it ; but can, as he thinks, with a good 
Conſcience reflect upon 'all thoſe gainful Arts and 
Practiſes which he hath uſed in ir, and which were 
really and in themſelves diſhoneſt and unjuſt.: The 
Reaſon of which is not perhaps, becauſe this Man 
does not think Diſhoneſty a Sin ; but becaule rather 
he does not look upon his Actions to have been dif- 
honeſt. For ſuch a Man as this 1s generally guided 
by Principles of his own forming ; and he- firit lays 
down to himſelf his own particular Scheme of Ju- 
ſtice and Honeſty, which fo long as he hath lived 
and acted by, he thinks himfelf in che mean time a 
very good Chriſtian ; and enjoys the Peace and Quiet 
of his Conſcience as ſecurely as the more juſt and 
righteous Perſon. In this therefore, and other- the 
like Caſes, we mult learn to diſtinguiſh berwixt a 

wet and a Good, a Peaceful and a Pure Conſcrenee : 
for alchough both cheſe may poſſibly adminiſter ſome 
reſent Comfort and SatisfaEtion to the Soul ; yet 


cis the latter of theſe only which is that Good and, 
DE. Inoffenſrve 
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Inoffenſrve Conſcience whole CharaCter I have thus far 
endeavour'd to deſcribe. bebigdorts 

Would you therefore, upon the whole, be. fatis- 
fied what 1s meant by a Good and Inoffenſrve Cl onſcience g 
Would you know the Man who can truly and pro- 
perly be faid to have it ? By this Character you ſhall 
know him ; 

He is one, who in the firſt place hath been dili- 
gent and induſtrious to know and underſtand his 
Duty ; and according to kis beſt Knowledge thereof, 
hath been afterwards ſincere and hearty im the per- 
formance of it, both toward God and toward Men. 
He is one, who hath not been prejudiced by any 
Worldly Intereſt or Advantage , nor miſguided 
through the Predominancy of any other prevailing 
Luſt or Paſſion : but has carefully endeavoured to 
pay an impartial and entire Obedience of all his vo- 
Juntary and choſen Actions to the whole Will of 
God ; fo far at leaſt as it hath been revealed to him, 
and he was capable of underſtanding it. He is one 
who 1s not conſcious to himſelt of any one wilful 
unrepented Sin ;,.;but as it hath been his chiefeſt 
care not to offend waltully at all, ſo when through 
the Weakneſs of Nature or the Power of Tempta- 
tion he hath ſo offended, he hath nevertheleſs ſpee- 
dily disburdened his Soul of the Guile of that Sin, 
by a hearty and ſincere Repentance. In ſhort, He 
1s one, who after the moſt ſtrict and fevere Fxa- 
mination of all his paſt Thoughts, Words and Acti- 


ONs, 
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ons, can fay id the Integrity of his Soul, That he 
has ſincerely and conſcientiouſly performed the Duty 
of a good Chriſtian according to all thoſe Terms and 
Conditions of Evangelical Faith and Repentance 
which are required of him in the Goſpel. This, this 
is the only good Conſcientious Chriſtian, this the 
Happy Man whom we ac firſt propoſed to enquire 
after. Let us now ſee wherein his Happineſs doth 
conſiſt : And this will appear by refleEting a little 
in the next Place, *Y 

2, Upon that Happineſs and Satisfa&tion which 
ariſeth from the Teſtimony of a Good Conſcience. 
'Tis the Remark of a great and learned Man, 
That amongſt the many Morives and Obligations 
which we lye under for the Performance of our Chri- 
{tian Duty, there is nothing which doth more ſenfi- 
bly recommend ir to our Choice and Approbation, 
chan that intrinfick Peace and SatisfaCtion wherewith 
it 1s accompanied. Upon which account we can ne- 
ver ſufficiently adore the Infinity, both of the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of our Supreme LO who bath 
ſo admirably contrived to. make ovr Duty become 
our Happineſs ; and hath more than recompenſed 
for all the ſuppoſed Rigour and Severity of his Laws, 
by chat conſequent Delight and Complacency of 
Mind whuch ariſeth from the 'OQbſervance' of them. 
From hence it 15, that' the good Conſcientious Chri- 
ftian is the moſt ſecure and happy. Man whilit he 
lives, and enjoys the. moſt true: and folid comfort 
D- 2 when 
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when he comes ro dye. That inward Peace 
and Satisfaction of Soul which ariſeth from the 
Conſideration of his having done his Duty, and 
of his having thereby purchaſed ro himſelf the 
Peace and Favour of God, advancing his Happt- 
neſs above all the poſhble Contingencies of any 
Trouble or Diſquiet in this World; above the 
Fear of any Torment or Miſery in the next. For this 
reaſon he is always calm and undiſturbd, quiet 
and compoſed amidit all-the various Afſaults of For- 
tune: No Pain or Afiiction of Body can moſleſt 
him ; no Loſs of Friends, or Liberty, or Eſtate, nor 
any other Diſappointment whatſoever, can diſcomfic 
bim: For fo long as he ſtill retains his Integrity, 
and ſupports himſelf under the Teſtimony of a Good 
and Inoffenſive Conſcience, he will not fear what Man 
can do unto him ; no, nor-what the Devil himſelf, 
2nd all the enraged Powers of Hell, can be ever 
able to Plot or Deſign againſt him. 

We need go no farther than the Text, for an In- 
ſtance to illuſtrate this Character ; where we find 
the Apoſtle St. Pax/ {ſtanding before the Judgment- 
Scar at Ceſarea, perſecuted and expoſed to the dan- 
gerous hazard of a moſt malicious and unjuſt Accu- 
ſation. The Witneſſes againſt him were in all pro- 
bability ſome of thoſe Blood-thirſty V illains, who 
in the Chapter before had folemnly bound themſelves 
with an Oath to kl him : and what they there failed 
of by Treachery and Aſſaſſination, they were now 


pre- 
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prepared to effect, by a wicked andpexjurio1 
ceſs. The Judge before whom he was £0 plead his 
Cauſe, was already prejudiced on his Accuſers fide, 
chrough the flattering Inſinuations of that mercena- 
ry Orator whom they had feed and brought along 
with them, on purpoſe to aggravate his Crimes ; and 
to render their Malice againit him (1f it were poſſi- 
ble) yet more malicious. What now could be ex- 
pected from fo dreadful and amazing a Proſpect, bur 
certain Ruin and DeſtruCtion ? for in all outward 
Appearance he had no Friend to ſtand by him, and 
to ſupport him under the Difhiculcies of his Tryal ; 
no. Witneſs allowed to teſtifie his Innocence ; no, 
nor the common Equity of a Judge to relye upon. 
Yes, but he had ; he had all theſe; for God was his 
Tudge, his own Conſcience was his Witneſs, and 
the Teſtimony of that was his Support. From hence 
it was, that we find him fo confident and affured in 
the Defence of his Cauſe; ſo conſtant and unmo- 
ved amid{t all that Artillery of Malice and Revenge 
chat was planted againſt him ; and that he then ſtood 
bold and undaunted at the Bar, when at the ſame 
time his unrighteous guilty Judge fate trembling up- | 
on the Bench. It was this Teſtimony of a Good and 
Inoffenſive Conſcience, which guarded and ſecured him 
under all the Difficulries and Preſſures of his Chriſti- 
an Warfare. By this he contemnd all the vain Af- 
faults of Tribulation, and Diſtreſs, and Perſecution, and 
Famine, and Nakeaneſs, and the Sword : by this he 

| challenged 
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challenged all the Force of Men and Devils, of 4n- 


gels, and Principalities, and Powers, and of all-the 
Supercceleſtial Hoſt; nay, and as he yet farther 
adds, ( and that very emphatically, Rom. 8. 39.) or of 
any other Creature : For as if he had been already con- 
fident, that neither the Strength, nor Power, nor 
Glory of any thing that was yet created, could be 
able to ſhock his Integrity ; he ſeems in theſe laſt 
Words to raiſe the Challenge yet higher, and like 
the Daring Macedon, to require a new Enemy to exer- 
ciſe his Courage upon. So great 1s the Security of 
a Good and Inoffenſrve Conſcience ! ſo powerful the De- 
fence of a pure and upright Mind ! than which no- 
- thing can make a Man more truly happy in this 
World; and beſides which, nothing can better ſe- 
cure to him the Hopes and Expectation of a bleſſed 
Immortality in that which 1s to come. 

But then if we purſue the CharaCter of the good 
conſcientious Chriſtian , and viſit him upon his 
Death-bed, we ſhall there find him the fame happy 
Man ſtill : For the ſame Good and Inoffenfive Conſce- 
ence which gave him Eaſe and Conſolation, Pati- 
ence and Conſtancy amidſt all the AfMiEtions and 
Tribulations, of his Life, will likewiſe ſtrengthen 
and ſupport, comfort, and ſuccour, and defend him 
vinder che Pains and Agonies of his Death, It is now, 
that with Pleaſure he remembers his former Life, * 
and forgers the Pangs and dolorous Approaches of his 
Dearh, whilſt his Thoughts are wholly taken up 
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and employ'd in the grateful Reflections of his paſt Obe- 
dience. For this Reaſon he 1s perhaps the only glad and 
joyful Perſon in the ſick Chamber; for that whilſt his 
forrowful and lamenting Friends ſtand weeping round 
him, and mourn over his Bed to ſee the time of his Di{- 
folution draw ſo near; he in the mean time finds his 
Pillow ſofc and ealze under him ; his Mind quiet and 
compos'd; and all the Faculties of his Soul gratefully 
employ'd in Rapcures and Extafies of Joy and Gladneſs. 
Till at length cird out, and overpowerd by the ſtrength 
and walignity of his Diſeaſe, he lies down calmly and 
in Innocence, and quietly re{igns up his Soul into the 
Hands of God that gave it, as into the Hands of a faith- 
ful Creator and moſt merciful Saviour. Happy « the F 
Man that is in ſuch a Caſe; yea Bleſled is He who thus 
lives the Life, who thus dzes the Death of the Righteous, 

And now having thus ſhewn you what is meant by 
a Good and Inoffenſrve Conſcience; and given you an Idea 
( tho but imperfectly and in part only) of that Happi- 
neſs and Satisfaction which ariſeth from the Teſtimo- 
ny of it. It remains in the laſt place, 

3. That I briefly exhort you to endeavour after it. 
But here 'tis to-be hoped, that what_hath been already 
ſaid will be ſufficient for this purpoſe; For, need any 
Man be exhorted to purchaſe to himſelf the Security 
of a Good Conſcience, after having underſtood the in- 
eſtimable Price and Value of it? Need he be perſwa- 
ded to that which will be his greateſt Eaſe and Satis- 
faction, higmolt ſolid Comfort and Delight ? 


Indeed 
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Indeed were thoſe unconceivable Joys and Pleaſures 
Which: are the-promiſed Inheritance of the Saints in 
Heaven the only Motives of the Chriſtians Duty and 
Obedience, he might chen ſeem to want the Aſſiſtance 
of Rhetorick ard Perſwaſton to have theſe Motives in- 
culcated into: him; and that becauſe - theſe are future 
only and at a diſtance ; rhe ObjeEts properly of his Fan- 
cy and Imagination ; and ſuch therefore as ought to be 
preſentiated to his Soul by the Force and Mediation of 
Reaſon and Argument. _ But certainly there can be no 
want of Rhetorick to. perſwade a Man to the Enjoyment 
of ſenl{ible Pleaſures and Delights ; no great need of Ora- 
rory to convince him of the Reaſonableneſs of making 
his Condition comfortable and eafie in this Life. 
And yet this is all that I am to exhort youto, tis 0n- 
ly to be calm and undiſturbd under all the various Vi- 
ciſhtudes of Fortune; to laugh at and deſpiſe all thoſe 
Crafts and Affaults which the Devil or Man are at any 
time working againſt you; and in the midf{t ofall their 
moſt ſubtile and miſchievous Imaginations, <0. be free 
from Trouble, and ſecure from Danger ; to be joyful in 
times of Adverſity; ;chearful-in Tribulation; never to 
fear-any; Evil, never to: ſuffer any. In ſhort, it is only 
to live” happily; .and to dye comfortably : or, if you 
will have 4t 1n other Words, which yet in effect f1g- 
nifie. the fame+thing, it is ſo to exerciſe and behave 
your ſelves, as to Rave always a Conſcience void of Offence - 
both toward; God and toward Men. | 
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